1185

MOFUSSIL AND RAILWAY DIRECTORY.

AHMEDABAD

Ahmedabad is the principal city of the district and headquarters of
Gujarat, Northern Division of the Bombay Presidency It is also a military
station It ranks first amongst the cities of Guj nrat and is one of the modt
ancient, historical, picturesque and artistic cities in the Bombaj Presidency
King Ahmedshah of Gujarat founded this city in the >e,ir 1413 AD and hence
it 19 named Ahmedabad It stands on. the rai9ed~kft bvnk of the Rrvrrs
Sabarmati, about 173 ft above tha mean sen, level It lia^ anrient walla
stretching practically all round the city, but as it hag recently developed even
beyond the city walls, these walls aie being demolished at certain places and
it is under contemplation of the MunicipahU to deraulish the city walls bv a
scheme known as the City Wall Improvement Scheme Ihesc walls enclnse
an area of more than two square miles and are from 13 to 20 fed; in height
with 14 gates and at almost every 55 yards a bastiuu md a tower In the
early days of its prosperity it is said to have contained a population uf about
rune lakha of Sauls, and so great was its wealth that some of the merchants
and traders were believed to have possessed fortunes of not IDSS than a million
sterling During the disorders in the latter part of the 18th century it suffered
severely and in 1881, when it came under the British rule, it was greatly de-
populated and appeared like a melancholy wreck But on peace being estab-
lished the trade and commerce of the city soon de\eloped and now it has
undergone a marked revival, especially since the development of the textila
industry There are about 153 cotton nulls and factories in the city.
Ita population at the census of 1931 numbered 3,86, j37 It haa become an
important railway junction and has refreshment rooms, TUth sleeping accom-
modation at the station

Ahmedabad is rich m monuments of great architectural merit There
are many places worth seeing, vz, Kankana tank, with Nagma Vadi in the
centre of the tank founded by King Kutubshah, Sarkhej Mosque; Jumme
Masjid, the three historic gates, Mosque of King Ahmeishah and his wife
(Begum) situated m Manekchowk, the heart of the city, Mosque of Makarba
Shah Alam's and Queen Seekari'a mosque, Nar Isarayan Devy's temple of
the Swanunarayen Sect founded by Snree Shahianand Swami, Ellis* Bridge ,
Queen Victoria's Garden and Madhav Bagh , Hatmbha's Vadi, etc

There are two goad hotels known as Grand Hotel and Bombay Hotel
which provide both boarding and lodging to thtist, living in Western style
There are several lodges and hotels for Hindus and Hahomulans

There are several oluba, the leading club open to all classes uf men and
women being the Gujarat Club situated just behind the District and Session*
Court buildings It is a sooial elub with Sheth Ambdkl SUrabhai, a promi-
nent mill agent as its president There are Hpecial clubs for Europeans and
Parseea known as European and Parai Gymkhanas There is also the Reform
Club and special cluba known aa the Rajnagar Club, and Merchants' Club
There are also recreation clubs like tha Hindu Gymkhana, Rnilwaymen's
Institute, Postal Union, Baronet Gymkhana and others These clubs generally
provide a meeting place and also provide for games, etc
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